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Mes^ngers  united  on  r 


Editor 


Mwengera  {rooi  dw 
Miwiwippr  Baptist  Convoition's 
2,134  dttflxhes  met  in  annual  ses- 
sionforthelTM  timeonOctober 
28-29  at  Rnt  Churdv  Jackson^ 
appfoving  a  icoocd  Miasisaif^ 
(Zoopenw/o  Program  budget  ror 
2009  and  tieding  G)lumbus  paa- 
tor  Kfid(e3r  Dabyinple  to  a  second 
tennaspfeaident 

The  meme  of  the  2008  annual 
meetiiv  was  "ye  diall  be  witness¬ 
es  in  Samaria.../  baaed  on  Acts 
1:8.  A  total  of  U039  messengers 
were  offidaOy  registered  during 
the  meeting^  from  979  messen¬ 
gers  at  the  2007  annual  meeting. 

The  2009  Cooperative  Pro^wn 
budget  of  $3^910,629,  roprcrents 
an  overall  incMMFtif  just  under 
two  percent  orarodXm,  in  com- 
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BBaRRers  elected  during  the  T73rd  annual  meet- 
lurch,  jadoon,  indu^  (from  left)  MIchad  Week^ 


iV  OFFORS  —  Mil 
the  convention  Oct 


torw  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch,  reccing  secretary;  David  Harnlhonj^pa^^  N^^  Hel|^ 
Churdi,  Por^totoc,  first  vice-president' Mickr  "  ’  ^ 

ident  Rickey  Blytfte,  pastor  of  First  Church, 


liympte,  pastor  of  fairview  Church,  Columbus,  pres- 
Albany,  secor>d  vice-president  and  Dan  Watts,  pas- 

'  tmmM  ■  KAMilf  kc  _ I  _  a_  ^ 


►adv  %vith  35%  Rickey  Blythe,  pastor  ot  nrst  Uturcn,  New  Aioany,  secono  y^^ceiraioeni;  ana  uan  yvara,  pas- 

gcmg  to  Southm  tof  ^  Sharon  First  Church,  Laurel,  associate  recording  secretary.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  )r.) 

Chuich,  CohimbuA  was  reelected  by  aoda-  Church,  Olive  Branch,  was  elected  by 

acclamation  to  his  ftrst  one-year  term  as 
convention  recording  secretary.  He  served 
for  several  ^ears  as  associate  recording  sec- 
replaces  longtime  recording 
secretary  Gus  Merritt  of  Newtoiv  retired 
pastor  of  Qarke  Venable  Church,  Decatur, 
who  declined  to  be  nomiiuited. 

Merritt  nommated  Weeks.  The  iromiiuition 
was  seconded  from  the  convention  fl<x>r. 
Weeto  in  turn  nominated  L  Danid  Watts, 
>astor  of  pastor  of  Sharon  Hist  Church,  Laurel  to  serve 
he  nomi-  as  associate  recording  secretary.  The  nomina- 
nation  was  seconded  by 'Randy  Von  tion  was  seconded  from  the  convention  floor. 

~  Watts  was  elected  by  acclamation. 

A  pair  of  resolutions  was  submitted  by 
messengers,  and  both  were  approved  wifl\- 
out  opposition.  The  first  resolution 
^pressed  appreciation  to  flie  statf  of  First 
Jackson,  for  hosting  he  annual 
meeting;  the  speakers,  singers,  and  instru- 
mentalwts;  convention  president  Midcey 
Dalrymple;  and  hose  "who  have  served 
this  convention  as  a  labor  of  love." 
replacro  The  second  resolution  hanked  he 
for  Gulf  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  family  for 


and  agencies;  37.4%  dent  He  was  nominated  by  Kdmit 
($13,0^,396)  will  go  McGregot  transitional  pastor  at  Hillcrest 
to  Mississippi  Bapmt  Church,  New  Albany.  The  nomination  was  retary  an< 
Convention  Board  seconded  by  Tommy  Mitchell,  pastor  of 
programs;  and  2.8%  Agricola  Church,  Lucedale. 

(|9^(XX))  will  go  to  David  Hamilton,  pastor  of  West 
^urch  retirement  Heights  Church,  Pontotoc,  was  reelected 
arid  protection.  by  acclamation  to  his  second  one-year 

In  total  doDarg  the  term  as  first  vice-president.  He  was  nom- 
Souhem  Bi^Hist  inated  by  Lloyd  Sweatt,  j 
Convention  portion  of  Meadowood  Cmuch,  Amory. 
the  budget  reflects  an 

increase  of  $236,903  Kanel,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Tupelo. 

(two  percent).  The  Rkkey  Blythe,  pastor  of  RrstChimh,  New 

TiTisniiisfopI  Insdtutione  ABieny,  was  elecled  to  his  first  one-year  term 
and  Agendes  section  as  second  vice-president  He  defeated  Edd 
increases  $178,711  Lawrence,  pastor  of  Clarksdale  Church, 

(2.1%),  and  the  Clarksdale,  and  Joe  Pate,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Ji 

Misrissippi  Baptist  Church,  Greenwood.  . 

Cbiwenhjn  Board  sec-  Blythe  was  nominated  b 
tion  increases  $261,252  pastor  of  Freedonia  Church, 


Cooperative  Program  and 
ypi  Baptists  to  \x)ntinue 


world  for 


kxmp  and  pnuse  were  provided  by. 
Sanctuary  Choir  ana  Orchestra  of 
Fairview  Church,  Cohimbus. 

Missiasippi  Singfog  Churchmen. 
Sanctuary  Omr  of  First  Chtuch, 
Kosdusko.  ^ 

Pleau  turn  to  MBC,  Page  2 


No  bleeding  leads  here 


is  l>ased  on  a  however.  Messengers  from  the 
If  it  bleeds,  it  churches  in  friendly  coopera^  widt  the 
le  lead  story  in  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  voted  to 

i  Cooperative  Program  budget  of 
,629  —  a  record  amount  m  dte 
ling  finaiKial  crisis  in  the 
and  many  housdK>lds  as 
j  lot  of  Wtft  to  set 
d  widi  every  intention  of 

Incumbent  President  Mickey 

Daljymple,  longtime  pastor  of  Fairview 
Church,  Colurnous,  was  reelected  by 
acclamation  to  a  second  term.  First 
\^ce-President  David  Hamiltort  pastor 
of  West  Heights  Church,  Pontotoc,  was 
likewise  reelected  by  acclamation  to  a 
i  bod-  second  term. 

thardc  In  the  only  contested  race,  Rickey 
the  story  corr-  Blythe,  pastor  of  First  Church,  New 
disturbing  ele-  Albany  was  elected  over  two  other  fine 
isually  wam^  ^ssissippi  Baptist  pastors  to  serve  as 
afs  rK>t  die  case  second  vice-president.  There  were  no 
niedia  markets  rancor  and  hard  f^linn  even  in  that 
try.  lone  contested  race,  which  can  all  too 

can't  find  the  o^n  become  die  case  in  other  state 
their  second  conventions  and  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
a  controversial  Convention  level  as  well. 
tement.made  by  There  were  also  moving  sermons, 
may  not  be  lofty  music,  and  inspirational  testi- 

Eat  hand,  monies  —  but  no  bleeding  leads.  There 
ilidcid  sea-  were  reports  from  MBC  asencies  and 


new^pers  arid  on  television  often  has  to  adoi 
do  wfdi  die  goriest,  most  graphic  events  of  $34,’  . , 

die  relendess  24/7  news  <ycle.  That  in  turn  face  of  ^  oi 
explains  why  so  many  murders,  automo-  world,  die  U 
bue  accidents,  airplane  crashes,  and  simi^r  recession  sets  in,  it  |o^  a 
stones  are  pushed  to  the  front  of  the  line  such  a  l<^ty 
aiiMd  of  less  sensational  fare.  meeting  ^ 

The  technique  must  work, 

■  because  we  buy  a  lot  of  nei^pa- 
pers  and  watch  a  lot  television 
news.  To  be  fair;  news  media  out¬ 
lets  in  Mississippi  for  die  most 
part  are  quite  circumspect  when 
it  comes  to  reporting  calamities. 
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There  is  plenty  of  news  to  be  reported, 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Marcus  Bowers,  tondon 
jimmy  McFatler,  Amory 
^  Billie  Buckley,  PMal 
lames  Bales,  Gulfport 
Archie  Herrin,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  Jackson 


(continued  from  page  one) 

•  Metro  Jackson  combined 

•  Mississippi  College  Singers. 

Worship  leaders  induded 

Slater  Muqdiy,  minister  of  music 
at  Fairview 


Boetinaater: 

Send  dianfn  of  addrcM  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  S30, 
ladoon,  MS  3920S4I530. 

Send  news,  communication,  and 
addrem  changes  to:  The  Ejtor, 
BAPTIST  BECORO,  P.a  Brw  530, 
ladoon,  MS  39205-0530. 


lurch,  Qtlumbus; 
David  Blackwell,  minister  of 
music  at  Hrst  Qiuidi,  Kosciusko; 
Graham  Smith,  diurch  music 
director  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board;  and 
Randy  Wbod,  minister  of  musk 
at  First  Church,  lUpda 

Testimonies  were  given  by 
Sammy  Gilbreadi,  director  of 
evangelism  for  uie  Alabama 
Bapnst  Convention;  Jerrod 
McCabe,  interim  pastor  of 
Thompson  Hill  Church, 
^aumont;  Iris  Blue  of  Duane 
and '  Iris  Blue  Ministries  of 
Lucas,  Texas;  and  Janet 
Thomas,  executive  director  of 
Choose  Life  Mississippi. 

David  Platt,  pastor  of  The 
Church  at  Brook  Hills  in 
Birmingham,  delivered  the  Bible 
TYeasRure  series  of  devotions. 

The  2009  annual  meeting  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  will  be  held  October 
27-28  at  First  Church,  Jadcson. 
Randy  Bostick,  pwtor  of 
Oakk^  Church,  Corinth,  will 
preach  die  convention  sermon. 
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Author  encourages  mom/ daughter  ties 

SPARTANBURU  S.C  (BP)  —  ing;  I  |uat  w»k  you  to  know  * 

Author  Vkki  Courtney  gets  an  Cburtriey  aakl  oonfevenoe. 
intended  Uugh  when  ane  calb  It's  in^xxtant  to  leD  giris  that 
raunchy  (unions  peddled  to  40%  of  sexually  active  leen  girls 

pieachoolerB  the  "Prosti-Tot  have  a  sexuaDy  transmitted  db- 

fine.*  but  (rom  Hollywood  to  ease.  Cburtnw  said. 

Madison  Avenue  the  umelentmg  ‘^me  of  these  STDs  will 

pressure  on  girls  to  dress  sexy  is  go  undetected  for  many,  ■ 

serious  bustnesa^  she  said.  many  years,”  caustrw  serious  ■ 

Nearly  1,000  nnothers  arxl  healm  risks  and  fertility  prob-  W  fl 

du^  daugh^  gathered  at  First  lems,  she  said.  ”Even  w  vour  f  ^ 

ChurchinSpartwiburg,SC,fora  rebellious  teerv  none  of  mem  k 

Ybu  and  Your  Girl  confeierxe  to  want  to  envision  a  time  when  I 

hear  Courtney's  bftilicaUy-based  diey  carmot  have  children.”  % 

advke  on  oonfrortfing  and  ooun-  A  professed  agnostic  and 
teracting  the  culture  ttuit  sedcs  to  vocal  Christian  critic  before 
rob  giris  of  chUcUxxxl.  becoming  a  Christian  at  age  21, 

and  Your  Giri  conferences  Courtney  said,  ”I  espeoally 
are  sfxmsored  by  LifeWay  would  have  given  anytoirw  to 
Christ^  Resources  of  the  have  heard  something  fike  vus  a 
Southern  Bifitist  Convention.  little  bit  sooner.” 

The  intense  and  entertaining  With  an  dxxtion  in  her  p^ 
modierKlau^ter  confererKe,  Courtney  voiced  her  passkm 
vrith  age-appropriate  breakout  about  teaching  kids  to  avoid 
sessions  for  ^ds.  attracted  panic-  risky  behavior  dwt  results  in 
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scheduled  for  release  by  her  daughter  had  to  learn  was 
LifeWay's  BAH  Publishing  watching  previously  *ffx^ 
Group  in  Noverrdxr.  Christian  guis  go  bersere  in 

Courtney  makes  it  her  mis-  hi^  schooL*  Courtney  sdd. 
sion  to  expose  how  die  culture  put  her  in  die  big  M 

zeroes  in  on  kids,  and  she  works  public  school  —  that  I  caD  the 
to  demystify  how  parents  can  modern-day  Sodom  and 
stay  tuned  in.  She  shares  the  Ut-  Gomorrah.  She  watched  s^  of 
est  alarming  statistics,  induding  her  hiends  go  dirough  diings, 
diat  one  million  teens  will  and  die  had  to  make  a  decision  to 
become  pregnant  in  the  United  cut  away  from  die  pack,” 
States  in  the  next  12  months  and  Qxirtney  said, 
diat  eating  disorders  are  the  ”I  want  you  to  get  your  brav- 
diird  most  common  chronic  ill-  ery  bad^  she  tow  mcxi^ 
ness  among  adolescent  girls.  encouragiiig  them  to  ”go  for  it” 
Tm  not  tiyiM  to  scare  you  so  ”Whenwegoforit  I  wantto 
you  run  out  of  the  room  scream-  make  sure  we  know  what  die 

New  Guidestone  program 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  This  fafi,  many  Southern  Baptist  diurdies 
and  ministries  will  have  access  to  property  and  casualty  insur¬ 
ance  and  risk  management  services  from  (kddeStone  Agency 

Services.  The  GuideStone  Property  A  Casualty  (P4cC)  Pr^ram 

will  gradually  roll  out  region^y  over  the  next  year.  The  pro¬ 
gram  offers  aiurches  prcperty,  general  liability,  workers  com¬ 
pensation  and  auto  insurance.  Specialty  coverages  sudi  as 
abuse  and  molestatioa  directors  and  officers  liabifity,  and  pas- 
tord  counseling  also  are  availdile.  Insured  dnmhes  have 
access  to  ri^  management  sovices  whkhiadude  educational 

seminars  and  programs  on  risk  evaluation,  took  to  hdp  reduce 

risk,  and  preferred  pridngfrom  a  vendor  diat  provides  volun¬ 
teer  background  checks.  Hfhis  is  a  highly  rnstomlyrd  insur¬ 
ance  program,”  said  Douglas  D.  Day,  GukfcStone  executive 
officer  vwio  is  giving  leadership  to  GuidcStone  Agenpr 
Services.  "This  program  is  desig^  wecifiaflhr  to  meet  ^ 
needs  of  Soudiem  Baptist  diurdies  and  ministries,  and  we  re 
proud  ^t  we  can  bnng  diem  not  only  affbrdal^  insuraim 
coverage  but  comprehensive  educatiorial  materiak  and  risk 
management  tools.  We  vrant  our  churches  to  be  able  to  protect 
everydiing  from  their  people  and  their  physical  proMity  to 
dieir  intanc^Me  assets.  As  church  and  nunMiy  ttiib  stay 
busier  than  ever  serving  their  growing,  ^ 

GuideStone  continues  to  support  them,  GuideStone  Preskimt 

OS  Hawkins  noted.  "We  trust  this  new  service  wffl  be  anoth¬ 
er  opportunity  for  GukkStone.  through  its  insur^  agency 
with  our  Southern  Baptist  churches  and 

_  %  e  a..  aB_  _ 


Christ 


TOUTING  VIRTUE  —  VAdd  Courtney,  a  Bioadman  &  Holman 
author  and  frequent  LHeWiy  Christian  Resources  conference  spealw, 
reaches  girls  ttiroitth  her  virtuous  Reality  Ministries  message  that 
“virtue  is  vogue.”  (BP  photo) 


Requests  the  -- 

Honor  of 
j;  Your 
^  Presence 
W  In  Heaven! 


goal  is.  This  is  your  gift.  You  are  makes  it  even  more  important  to 
really  good  at  diat  and  you  are  spend  time  with  her  gi^ 
to  snare  and  bless  others  with  “I  want  her  to  fe«  diat  I  oele- 
thaL*  Courtney  said.  brate  her  and  she  is  God's  t^- 

TTiat's  what  mom  Susan  sure.  I  want  to  celebrate^  her 
Clause  had  in  mind  when  she  teenage  years,  and  move  from 
trekked  with  her  16-year<rfd  being  overwhelined  by  dicum- 
dau^ter  Sharon  all  die  way  stances  of  our  current  challenges 
from  Stony  Point  N.Y,  to  South  ni  her  young  fife  to  knowing  that 
Carolina  for  die  conference.  every  diallaige  is  an  opportuni- 

”1  try  to  find  a  way  to  build  up  ty,”  Oaure  said, 
each  of  my  daughters  with  their  P.J.  Friedel  drove  from 
gifting,”  (^use  said.  "1  try  to  Atlanta  to  bring  her  diird-grade 
reach  out  and  find  out  what  ftieir  daughter  Taylor, 
giftings  are"  and  how  to  use  "I  want  to  teach  my  daugh- 
diem^  spiritual  purposes.  ter  about  God.  There  are  so 

Also  die  modier  ot  a  "tween”  many  ungodly  influence  try- 
girl  who  is  10,  Clause  said  facing  ing  to  get  at  h#*r.  I  want  her  to 
a  series  of  family  diallenges.  be  able  to  stand  up  to  the  cul- 
induding  Iict  husband's  disfi^-  ture  diat  is  so  focused  on  mak¬ 
ing  battle  with  mouth  cancer  and  ing  them  something  they  are 
hCT  mother's  failing  health,  not  meant  to  be,”  Fnedel  said. 


Yrx;  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Sittmly  share  the  fotkmng  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  ivoras: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  fomveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeoom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(f  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  numy  as  received  him, 
to  them  he gave  me  ri^t  to  become 
diildren  of  God,  even  to  those  tvho 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Barry  Ward  U  called  as  pastor  to  First  Church,  Magnolia.  He  pre 
‘  "t  Oiurch.  Puckett. 


viously  pastored  Puckett 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  meeting  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  approves  a  motion  to  amend  the  budgeL  giving  $200,000  to 
BapHst-affiliated  Qarke  College  in  Newton.  The  moHon,  which  pass¬ 
es  ^-413,  is  presented  at  the  request  of  Mississippi  College  trustees 
who  are  managing  Qarke. 


affiliate,  to  putrwr  with  our  boutnem  Mpcm  oiuraia  m 

minlstriea”  Hawkins  said.  *XXu  goal  te  to  help  diurdiM  be 
best  stewards  of  dieir  rewuices  » they  cm  focuerei  d^ 
ing  and  mission.”  For  specific  information,  call  (888)  984-8433. 


givta^  $2,02^1B4  to  world  missions  through  the  Cooperative  Program, 
aetxxdir^  to  Chester  Quarles,  executive  secretary-treasurer. 
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Childrrn’'-  Worship  SprviCP 


human  aadneaa  aic  aO  a  pait  ot 
an  enpeienoe  that  did  not  need 
to  take  plaoe.  What  need  not 
have  been  can  be  very  dnoiatic 
On  the  other  hand,  faumpro- 


with  the  child  to  help  them  examine  the  yean  of  lack  of 
now  in  the  Lord.  Whfie  there  activ^  he  may  begin  to  point 
bnckh^  vnongwithaomeof  out  the  resulle  of  inapproMte 
the  thinS  that  B»ey  may  per-  ovtioM.  Fran^ 
aonally  want  to  do,  it  may  be  tfines  it  is  hard  to  know  what 
that  become  guilty  of  wu  al^  A)  and  wh«  y w 
inappnmriate prioritiee.  should  be  tfuit  will  bebotfi 


oneafteight  train  and  the  other  deadly  to  try  to  do  while  you  are 
one  a  paiwfnflFr  traiiv  collided  drivii^  a  car  or  a  huge  locomo- 
head-on.  The  first  responden  tiveengine.  ... 
were  tfiere  to  several  da3r8  look-  TheproWembduttfjeoigi- 
inx  to  bodies  and  mak^  sure  neer  at  ttuitotoment  could  have 
that  everyone  had  been  taken  been  actingon  an  inappropriate 
out  of  the  mangled  metal  that  priority.  While  there  is  nothing 
was  left  behind.  Of  course,  the  particular  sinister  or  evil  about 
investigation  began  immediate-  textins,  it  should  not  ^  me  pri- 
ly  to  tiy  to  disoover  what  had  ority  lor  someone  who  >howd 
gone  wrong.  How  could  such  a  be  payiiw  attmtion  to  traffic  ^ 
ming  happen  all  of  ffie  signals.  Everyday  our  lives  are  ority  tnw  it  i^ 
warnings  and  backup  systems  to  fiUed  wiffi  decisions.  Every  do  aiwniiiwA 
make  sure  ffiat  the  trains  would  day,  knowingly  or  by  design,  siHe  to  unring 
not  be  on  the  same  trade  headed  we  shape  our  lives  based  on  word,  or  to 
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TAF  TA  YATXORTTEHUAT 


HA  HSOR  FSUYS  ELQ  UT 


YSLUKH  QOKIK,  FSA  FENP 


TAH  EWHOL  HSO 


WNOKS,  ZIH  EWHOL  HSO 


Wayne  County  Baptist  Assoc 


«mer  a  few  days  of  mvesfigation,  not  to  be  fully  engaged  and 
webegantohearffiatacoimleof  imderstanding  of  what  is  tak- 
young  men  had  receivea  text  ing  place  ri^t  around  you. 
messages  on  their  [^Kmes.  The  Very  dearly,  what  ffiat  means  is 
assumption  deariy  was  ffiat  the  ffiai  ffiere  are  some  things  that 
engineer  had  been  typing  out  are  more  important  than  offi- 
text  messages  and  fiifled  to  see  ers.  Since  you  and  I  are  ffie 
fiwstopsi^ud.  decision  makers,  it  is  so  easy 

At  m  present  time,  text  mes-  for  us  to  make  a  subtle  and 
saging  is  one  of  the  hottest  sudden  choice  ffiat  may  be  an 
thm^  going.  Young  people  love  inappropriate  priority, 
it  and  %rill  type  out  a  message  Parents  can  do  it  and  fre- 
and  send  it  to  a  friend  who  may  quenfiydo.  They  want  to  make 
be  sitting  ri^t  beside  them,  sure  that  their  duld  has  all  of  ffie 
Occasioiudly,  I  have  texted  advantages  of  sdiool,  fiiat  th^ 
someone  but  my  one-finger-  are  sodalty  adjusted,  academi- 
hunt-and-peck  meffiod  of  fyp-  cally  challenged,  and  possibly 
if>gout  wratiwanttosay  isfust  aduetically  fulfilled.  On  the 
too  time-consuming  and  otfter  hand,  they  may  find  it  vir- 
painstakingly  worrisome.  I  tuaUy  imposaiMe  to  squeeze  in 
often  tdl  people  who  text  me,  time  with  the  Lord,  invdvement 
*Be  sure  you  text  a  yes  or  no  in  dturdv  or  foe  Lord  having 
question.'^  In  ffie  terms  of  text  any  kind  of  on-going  significant 
message  shortcuts,  you  can  ptoe  in  ffie  chila's  lue. 
aiwwer  either  Y  or  N  and  that  It  is  not  unusual  to  see  the 
does  not  take  very  long.  Keepin  same  problem  in  a  different 
mind  tfuit  there  is  notiung  venue  wiffi  parents.  Sometimes 
immoral  or  iO^^  about  the  act  a  dad  may  tuive  time  to  gc^ 


Hosted  by 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Waynesboro 
Waynesboro,  Mississippi 


LARETK  OUVSH:  ATO 


Have  h/n  with  ayptognphy  and 
exercise  your  BAle  knowledge.  A 
King  tames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throtghout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeki 
puzzle:  Proverbs  Three  Five 


Sunday  11/9/08  thru  Wednesday  11/12/08 
6:30pm  Sunday  thru  Wednesday 


Sunday  6:30pm  *  Emir  Cancr  •  Freaidcnt 
Tbuett-McConncU  Baptist  College 


Monday  6:30pm  •  Jimmy  Jackaon  •  Faator 
Whitesburg  Baptist  Church  •  Huntsville,  AL 


Ihesday  6:30pm  •  Johnny  Hunt  •  Pastor 
nrst  Baptist  Church  *  Woodstock,  GA 


Wednesday  6:30pm  *  Junior  HUl  *  Evangeliat 
Hartselle,  AL 


Raeponelwlo  YOUR  needs. 


Phil  Willis  -  Sons  of  the  Father  and  more 
Mask  Dfaedor  •  Phfl  watts 
Musk  Evangelist  •Baton  Rouge,  Lousiana 


Sunday  thru  Wednesday -Under  the  Dkectfon  of 

Perry  *  Alrheod”  Robbins 


James  E.  Messer  MMstrles,  Inc  •  P  0  Bor  1325  •  Theodore,  AL 
Phone:  (800  or  251)  653-6652  •  www.jamesmesser.oom 


Pastors  meet  for  annual  pre-convention  conference 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  - 
Pastors  from  around  the  state 
gathered  October  27  at  First 
Churdv  Jacksoiv  for  die  2008 
Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor's 
Conference,  immediately  prior 
to  die  convening  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Bap|^  Convention. 

The  conference  theme  was 
The  Coming  Nights  based  on 
John  9:4.  Budcty  Sneri^  pastor  of 
Brst  Church,  Fkxenoe,  served  as 
president  Odio  J.  Seals  Jr.,  minis¬ 
ter  of  education  at  First  Church, 
Cohunbia,  served  as  treasurer. 
Ross  JohruKxv  minister  of  music 
at  Fim  Church.  Columbia,  led 
praise  and  wbimip. 

The  afternoon  session  fea¬ 
tured  preaching  by  Mississic^ 
Baptifl  pastors,  while  the 
evening  session  spotlighted 
pastors  from  around  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Michael  Barnett  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Ocean  Springs, 
led  off  widi  a  message  from 
Habakkuk,  chapter  two.  He 
stressed  five  principles  —  God 
answers  prayer;  God's  Word  is 
to  be  preached,  God's  people 
must  live  by  faidt  Gcxl  judges 
sin,  and  Gcxl  is  sovereign. 

The  next  message  was  deliv¬ 
ered  tw  Aigile  Snudi,  pastor  of 
First  Churm,  Biloxi,  based  on 
Mbitdiew  17. 


*We  must  be  willing  to  say, 
'You  are  Christ  Son  of  dve  liv¬ 
ing  God,  and  you  can  do  any- 
dune  you  like  to  nw  church  or 
me,*^  Smidi  said.  '^Vhen  was 
the  last  time  you  found  your¬ 
self  face  down  on  die  ground 
because  you  were  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Gcxl  almighW?  Jesus 
Himself  owns  my  luer 

Kara  Blackani,  pastor  of 
Wheeler  Grove  Church, 
Corindv  closed  out  die  after- 
ncxin  session  with  a  message 
based  on  Revelation  2:1-5. 

“Don't  leave  your  first  love," 
Blackard  said,  ^our  first  love 
should  be  exciting.  There 
should  be  ^excitement  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  It's  ei^res- 
sive.  It's  special  because  God  is 
love,  and  it's  expensive  -^ycxi 
win  not  come  out  of  die  valley 
unscathed  if  you  follow  Jesus.^ 

Gary  Ragsdale,  pastor  of  Mt. 
Zicm  Qiunh  in  Alexandria,  La., 
brought  die  opening  message 
of  the  evenii^  session  horn 
Acts  8:26-40.  "There's  a  caU  to 
go  into  a  lost  and  dying  wcxid 
and  teU  them  Jesus  died  for 
dieir  sins,"  Ragsdale  said. 

Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  the 
Luke  4:18  Fellowship  in 
Mobile,  Al.,  preached  nem  from 
Romans  13:^14.  "We  do  not 
have  an  economic  crisis;  we 
have  a  moral  crisis,"  Wolfe 


said.  "Greed  and  covetousness 
have  brought  down  the 
American  economic  system." 

Craig  Connor  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Panama  City,  FI., 
closed  out  the  ccxiferenoe  with  a 
message  fiom  Acts  431.  "Church 
srowm  is  die  undeniable  will  of 
Gcxl,"  he  pointed  exit. 


A  number  of  noups  from  die 
First  Church,  Horence,  music 
ministry  performed  at  the  con¬ 
ference,  including  Ladies  of 
Grace,  a  women^  ensemble; 
One  Purpose,  a  men's  epartet; 
Sunendei;  a  mixed  praise  team; 
and  Celebration  Singers,  the 
adult  choir. 


Argile  Smith  succeeded 
Sheriff  as  conference  president. 
Danny  Lanier;  pastor  of 
Northcrest  Church,  Meridian, 
was  chosen  to  serve  as  presi¬ 
dent-elect.  The  2009  Mississippi 
Baptist  Pastor's  Conference 
will  be  held  on  October  26  at 
First  Church,  Jackson. 


Fireproof  still  burning  hot  in  theaters 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Bolstered  by  its  opening  in 
more  than  lOO  new  theaters, 
the  Christian-themed  movie 
Fireprcxif  finished  in  the  top 
10  again  on  a  per- theater 
average  gross  over  the  week¬ 
end  according  to  studio  esti¬ 
mates  —  an  unusual  feat  con¬ 
sidering  it  has  been  in  the¬ 
aters  now  for  six  weekends. 

The  latest  release  from  the 
makers  of  Facing  die  Giants, 
Fireproof  grossed  an  average  of 
$1,9^  per  dieatei;  placing  it  at 
No.  9  in  that  cate^ry.  It  ended 
up  No.  13  in  weekend  gross 
with  $1.75  million,  helping  it 
pass  $26  million  in  total  gross. 

Pediaps  most  impressive,  it 
lost  CMily  183%  fiom  die  previ¬ 
ous  weekenci  —  the  second 
smallest  drop  amcxig  all  movies 
in  the  top  20  diat  have  been  out 
more  than  one  weekend.  It 


played  in  887  theaters  over  the  $11.4  millkm  in  five  weekends, 
weekend,  and  movie  officials  Religulcnis  cost  $2.5  miUicxi  to 
said  it  was  still  {^ying  in  80%  of  make;  Fireproof  cost  $500,000. 
die  theaters  in  vsdikh  It  opened.  Fireproof  tells  the  story  of 
Some  moviegoers  ana  blog-  how  a  nrefigjhting  captain  f^yed 
gers  have  watenra  with  interest  by  Kirk  Camerexi  works  to  save 

aI..  /-i _ _ _ t _ LI-  _ _ ! _ » _ 


gers  have  watched  with  interest 
how  the  Christian  movie  fares 
gainst  Religulcxis,  an  anti- 
Ghristian,  anti-nriigion  dexumen- 
tary  starring  comedian  Bill 
Maher.  So  fei;  raepioof  has  wexv 
Released  one  week  after 


his  foiling  marriage.  Ihe  Love 
Dare,  a  l^k  featured  in  the 
movie,  was  No.  1  for  three 
straight  wedcs  cxi  The  New  Ycxk 
Times'  paperback  advice  best¬ 
seller  liK  before  dropping  to  No. 
2  in  the  Oct  31  list.  It  is  pmdished 


Fireprcxif,  Religulous  beat  2  in  the  Oct  31  list.  It  is  published 
Fireproof  on  a  per-dieater  aver-  by  B6cH  Publishing  Group, 
age  Its  first  two  weekends,  but  Fireproof  was  made  by 
has  dropped  significandy  since  Sherwood  Pictures,  which  is 
then  aria  has  lost  to  Fii^roof  owned  by  Sherwood  Church  in 
on  a  pei^dieater  average  die  Albany,  Ga. 
last  three  weekends  —  even  '  " 

thou^  Fireproof  has  been  in  Editor's  note:  Box  office  data 
theaters  <xie  week  longer.  compiled  from  BoxOfficefAojo.c(m. 

Religulous  finished  No.  21  in  For  more  information  ahmt 
weekera  Kroas  ($550,000)  and  Fireproof,  oistt  FireproofThe- 
averaged  |i358  at  dieaters  over  Movie.com.  For  resources,  visit 
the  weekend.  It  has  grossed  FireproofMyMarriage.com. 
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By  Rob  Chambers 

Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Comm. 

My  father  reminded  me  of  a  valuable 
jMiiKwle  a  couple  of  wedcs  ago  when  I 
went  to  help  up  around  his  store. 
One  of  die  mlngs  I  tniew  away  was  an 
old,  plastic  gaib^  cgn.  It  had  to  have 
been  at  least  15  yean  old.  My  dad  had 

E Itched  H  widi  duct  tape,  but  some  of  the 
pe  covering  a  big  split  had  come  off.  I 


Wasting  and  Wanting 


Late^  I  learned  duit  daddy  had  pulled 
the  old  trashcan  out  of  the  trash!  When 
he  did  so,  he  said,  "willful  waste  brhigs 
woeful  want"  —  noting  17di  century 
Bridah  dergyman,  Thomas  Fuller. 

I  realized  diet  recovering  die  can  and 
"fixing  it  was  consistent  wdi  the  stew¬ 
ardship  philosophy  he's  lived  by  most  of 
his  life.  Ffe  was  bom  in  1924  and  grew 
up  dirough  The  Great  Depression.  He 
learned  me  valuable  lesson  dut  a  time  is 
coming  when  one  will  be  in  woeful  want 
for  what  they  willfully  waste. 

People  waste  money  on  all  types  of 
things.  We  buy  all  sorts  of  gadgets  and 
gizmos  we  don't  need.  They^lixelyend 
up  in  a  drawer  or  closet  and  eventually 
dirown  away  or  sold  at  a  garage  sale  for 
pennies  on  me  dollar.  We  ouy  things  we 


don't  really  need,  and  when  die  time 
comes  to  buy  what  we  really  do  need  — 
well,  Americans  are  oftentimes  short  on 
cash.  The  solution  —  charge  id  But  die 
problem  for  many  is  that  mie/ve  maxed 
out  their  cards  on  raying  frivolous,  need¬ 
less  things. 

The  point  my  dad  was  making  was 
about  being  wasteful  widi  money  and 
goods,  but  God  has  entrusted  us  to  be 
stewards  of  much  more! 

If  we  are  not  good  stewards  of  what 
Gcxi  has  given  us,  dien  there  will  be  a 
time  when  we  will  be  beggir^  for  diat 
which  we  sejuandered.  has  called 
us,  for  example,  to  be  stewards  of  cxir 
reladonshipe  and  time. 

I  leamra  at  almost  6  years  old  that 
mid-life  was  not  40  years  old.  For  my 
oldest  sister,  Carol,  her  mid-life  was 
around  8  years  old,  as  she  tragically 
died  her  Junior  year  in  high  school. 
The  time  and  opportunity  to  know  her 
was  very  brief,  and  1,  like  you,  cannot 
turn  bacK  time. 

Gcxl  has  created  us  to  be  relational  — 
to  Him  first  and  foremost  but  dexi't 
neglect  investing  quality  time  widi  ycxir 
spouse  and  childrea  and  family  and 
mends.  Whenever  yra're  with  them,  be 
all  there.  Dexi't  pretend  you're  listening 
to  them.  Be  an  active  listener  and  pay 
attendcxi  to  what  they  say.  Take  the  tune 


to  love  diem  as  Christ  does.  Minister  to 
their  needs.  Know  their  desires  and 
dreams.  Love  diem  while  they're  here  so 
ycxi  wexi't  regret  it  when  they're  gcxie. 

What  can  happen  when  Christians 
don't  .sinvest  quality  time  with  dieir 
spouse  and  children?  They  can  feel 
emotionally  abandoned.  If  time  is  not 
set  aside  to  develop  and  deepen  these 
relationships,  the  temptation  will  be 
for  a  spouse  to  turn  elsewhere  to  be 
heard,  comforted  and  consoled. 
Children  may  turn  to  someone  else  for 
help  with  their  struggles  and  answers 
to  life's  questions.  If  time  spent  %vith 
family  is  wasted,  then  it's  really  diffi¬ 
cult  to  make  up  for  lost  time. 

We  wonder  why  die  family  is  in  a  state 
of  crisis  today.  So  many  families  are  bro¬ 
ken  as  the  result  of  divorce.  Children  of 
divorced  parents  are  often  left  choosing 
which  parent  to  turn  too  —  feelira  like 
they  have  to  chexise  one  over  die  od^.  If 
spouses  and  parents  wcxild  strive  to  be. 
gocxl  stewards  of  dieir  relaticxiships,  dien 
me  conditicxi  of  marriages  in  Ainerica 
would  most  likely  improve. 

Also,  Gcxl  calb  us  not  to  waste  time 
being  ineffective  witnesses  to  die  lost. 
The  Bible  tells  us  in  Col.  43,6  "Ccxidud 
yourselves  wisely  toward  outsiders, 
making  die  best  use  of  die  time.  Let  ycxir 
speech  always  be  seascxied  with  salt  so 


diat  yra  may  know  how  yra  cxi^t  to 
answer  each  person."  The  Bible  alao  says 
in  E{^.  5:15,  16,  "Look  carefully  dioi 
how  yra  walk,  not  as  unwise  but  as  wise, 
making  the  best  use  of  die  time;  because 
the  days  are  evil."  Don't  put  off  befriend¬ 
ing  and  ministering  to  tzioee  who  dexi't 
kirow  Christ  in  your  community,  but 
when  doing  so,  be  careful  what  ycxi  say 
and  how  ara  when  yra  s^  it. 

Christians  ofton  ask,  "How  is  it  that 
(xir  natkxi  has  reached  the  point  of  moral 
decay  it  has?"  It  could  be  because  of  a 
lack  of  Christian  action  and  involvement 
in  their  hcxnes  and  communito.  There  is 
no  such  thing  as  passive  Christianity 
where  Christians  stand  by  cxi  die  side¬ 
lines  while  the  Players  wear  diemselves 
rat  CXI  the  field  of  ufe. 

If  Christians  in  cxir  communities  do 
not  reach  the  lost  widi  the  Gcxxl  News  so 
they  may  be  saved,  dien  how  can  we 
exp^  diem  to  b^ve  as  if  they  were?  If 
Christians  dexi't  cultivate  seeexs  of  faidv 
hc^  and  love  within  cxir  hcxnes  and 
communities,  then  a  harvest  of  angst  and 
discord  will  be  heaped  upexi  us. 

The  author  mau  be  contacted  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Tiiep/ione: 
(601)  292-3332  or  toll-free  outsit  fadcson 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  332.  E-mail:  rcham- 
bers@dtri$tianaction.com. 
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MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 

The  wMu  (A  Macedonia 
C3iuidv  Petal,  honored  the 
duifch's  wives  of  pastors 
past  and  present  widt  a 
Sweet  Ite  and  Sinudv ‘ftvine 


Tfcvine 


Ashley  Oil,  guest  speaker. 
Shown  are  Ruby  Garrard, 
Chariotte  Herchanhahiv 
Linda  Sue  Doggett,  Susie 
.  Hartfidd,  KadioSne  Pittmaa 
MardM  Prestwood,  and 
Jeneanne  Nfilier. 

Z  Franklin  Creek  Churdi, 
Moss  Poin^  ordained  Puil 
Lee  as  deacon  Oct  19.  Siown 
_  arp  Bet^  &nina  Grace  - 
‘  ^  Lw,  Lee, 

nemDenon.  -  » 

Z  Pcaiihaven  Churdi, 
BrooUmveiW  ordained  Sieve 
Smi^  Doit^  Nevdai  and 
Jimmy  Stephens  as  deMxxis 
w  Oct  5.  Shown  are  pastor 
'  Andwiw  Yaiborougk  Smidv 
jufhth  simitK  Nevda^  Susan 


'  Stei^iens,  and 
,  Lpumnan.  i*  ^  .(ji,  .  -h  > 

r  -  J  “  ! 

4.  Rosekuid  Park  Church  and 
t  Mwp  fioii^w  uniiciv  rani 

River  Aseodattoe^  recently 
^  odebrated  75tft  and  100m 
atmiversaries^  respectively. 
Shown  is  Steep  Hedlow 
Churdh  wid\  pastor  9unnon 
Mushall  AMD  Cari 
I  _  Myers. 

5.  FhaM  Church,  Prendee^hidd 
.  a  baby  dedication  Oct  19. 

Shown  are  Beth  aisi  Greg 
^  Higgins  widi  dau^iters 
Bonnie  and  Rlizdiedv 


-  Jeff  Harper  wim  son  ^les. 

.  u 

6.  Mt  Gilead  Church, 
Meridian,  mdained  Davey 
Hdkunan  as  deacon  Oct. 

^  12.  Shown  are  Debbie 

>  -  ;  ;  HoUoman,  Holloman,  and 
pastOT  Gilbert  Eaves. 

7.  Branch  Church,  Morton, 

recently  honor^  Ernest 
Lee  Coward  for  over  70 
years  of  active  service  by 
present^  him  a  plaque 
containing  a  picture  of 
him  laying  bricScs  on  their 
newly  constructed 

Christian  Life  Center. 

8.  First  Church,  Morton, 
participated  in  Scott  a 

,  County  GA  Day  Aug.  2. 
^K>wn  are  An«l  Coley, 
Uil^  Herring,  and  Sydiwy 


.8.  HoOonan  oidinatkMt,  Ml  Gilaad 


7.  Coward,  Branch  Church 


8k  Scolt  County  GA  Day 


Tia  Barmr  Rkopd 


NovBMsn  8>  2008 


•fiir'V  '  Jiiit- 
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9.  Rttffln  ordination 


lOi  Hcndarton  and'Alaxaadar  A 


11.  Baby  dedication.  Liberty  Chnrch 
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9.  Biaaell  Omreh,  l^elo, 
ordained  Jerry  Rufmi  as 
deacon  Oct.  2o.  Shown  are 
Patsy  Ruffin,  Ruffin,  and 
pastor  Roger  Smith. 

10.  Baxtenrille  '  '  Church, 

Lnmberton,  received  a 
centennial  certificate  Oct. 
5.  Shown,  left,  is  AMD 
DannV  Henderson,  and 
associate  pastor  Ron 
Alexander. 

11.  Liberty  Church,  Carroll 
County,  held  a  baby  dedi> 
cation  service  <  O^.  12. 

,  Shown  are  J.D.,  Rainey, 
and  Dustin  Dickerson; 
Gary  Tanner,  and  Angela, 
Skylar,  Anna  Grace,  and 
Donnie  Qeveland. 

•  •  -.X 

12.  First  Church,  .  Pearl, 
recently  ordained  Bobby 
Collins,  Joe  Bradshaw, 
and  Howard  Lee  as  dea- 

.  cons.  Shown  are  interim 
pastor  Kiely  Young, 
Collins,  Bradshaw,  and 
Lee. 

13.  Kilmichael  Church, 

Kilmichael,  ordained 

Robert  Magee  to  the  min¬ 
istry  Oct.  26.  Shown  are 

Kastof  Gary  Jackson, 
lagee,  and  ^^ta  Magee. 

14.  Union  West  Church, 
Oxford,  ordained  Jeffery 
Allen  Bain  as  a  deacon 
Oct.  26.  Shown  are  pastor 
Billy  Childs  and  Bain. 

i  / 

15.  Bethel  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  held  ffieir  senior 
adult  celebration  Oct.  26. 
Shown  are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

16.^  First  Church,  Eupora,  will 
host  the  Miltf  Speck  IHo 
in  concert  Nov.  15,  6  p.m. 
A  love  offering  wilt  be 
received. 

^  17.  Red  Creek  Union 
Church,  Vestry,  ordained 
Sandy  Havens,,  Jim 
"Scrap"  Havens,  John 
Farris,  and  Jamie  Farris  as 
deacons  O^.  12.  Shown 
are  Sandy  Havens,  Scrap 
Havens,  pastor  Jamie 
Chapman,  John  Farris, 
and  Jamie  Farris. 


.13.  Magee  ordination,  Kilnsichael  Church 


14.  Bain  ordination.  Union  Wiest  Chnrch 


15.  Betfiel  Chnrdi  senior  adults 


Vlfflt  Hf  online 

y 

www.nibcb. 


12.  First  Church,  Peari,  deacon  ordination 


M  I  s  s  I  s  s  I  a  a  I 

BAPTISTS 


17.  Red  Creek  Union  Church  deacon  ordination 


NovasnaAlOOB 


j,  X.  j»  .-s 
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Jackson  (ITB  Jackson)  has  been  tive,  is  on  rea( 


ludea  by 

, - „  — r - eaders  as 

Development  followers  of  Christ  and  witfi  a 
k>lden  Gate  Southern  Baptist  identity. 

11  Valley,  Ca.,  ITB  Jackson  was  oerwed  as 
oins  dmioma  a  GGBTS  OLD  center  In  March 
_  .  hin»X)9.  2008.  Currently,  dwre  are  49 

Golden  Gate  Seminary,  GGBTS  CLD  centers  in  United 
Southern  Baptists'  westernmost  States  and  16  teach  in  Spanish, 
wminary  in  ^  U.S.,  began  CLD-trained  chur^  peters, 
.C^t«tualized  Leadermip  pastors  and  church  staff  mem- 
Development  (CLD)  programs  oers  are  serving  around  the 
mm  than  28  years  ago  a  world.  North  American 
vi«OT_  to  uiape  effective  Mission  Board  missioruuies 
Christian  leaders  of  every  Ian-  and  Piispanic  Strate^t 
gustt  group  in  Nordt  Anaerica.  Leaders  of  several  Baptist  con- 
to  iniBBiowt  GGBTS  veptions  in  United  ^tes  are 
commits  itself  to  the  lives  of  stu-  GGBTS  CLD  graduates, 
dents  who  serve  local  dmrches.  Diplomas  in  Christian 


and  will 


GGBTS  operate  CLD  centers  to  Planting 
affordably  equip  local  leaders  at  a  complra 
post-hitth  school  level  attendirv 

TheiTB  Jackson  was  the  first  week.  Ti 
such  center  in  the  state  when  it 
began  in  April  2004  as  a  p 
the  Acts  1:8  strategy  of  li 
Bautista  Vida  Abundam 
Jackson,  a  predominantly 
Hfopanic  church  diat  meets  at 

Briarwood  Drive  Chunh  in  _ 

Jackson  and  is  pastored  by  Pbmting, 
Gaston  Romero.  fied  as 


are  designed  to  be 
in  two  years  by 
classes  once  per 
e  programs  strive  to 

rapower  Kingdom  growth  LEARNING  PROCESS  -  Students  at  Instituto  Teolddb}  Bautista 
of  through  supervised  ministry  books  at  the  state's  first  Contextualized  Leadership  Devdopment  (< 

-  expenences,  leadership  Cate  Seminary  In  Mill  Valley,  Ca.  Thf  center,  wh^ mete  at  Briarwc 

arid  involvement  begin  offering  diploma  courses  In  Spanish  In  2009.  (Special  phcMo) 
i  diurch  plantir^.  - — _ **  _  ’ _ 

instructors.  CLD  naduate  of  diir 
both  diplomas,  (Diploma  in  tf^ 

Christian  Ministry  and  Diploma  om 
in  Theolc^  or  Church  Plant^),  D« 
nhen  admitted  to  a  Master's  hw 
program  of  (SGBT5,  are  elis&le  nlnj 
to  transfer  woric  hours  horn  QD  Brii 
towards  a  Master's  degree.  245  Briarwood 

Starting  in  January  2009,  ITB  Jackson. 

Jackson  will  be  serving  the  '  V 

Mississippi  by  offering  contex-  tact  center  directdr  Mar^I  C 
tusJizea  ivllabi  for  die  needs  of 
Hispdhic  Baptist  leaders/  pas¬ 
tors,  and  church  planters. 

Ministry  Foundations, 

Introduction  to  Christian 
Theology,  New  Testament 
Survey,  Old  Testament 
Survey,  and  Writing  Skills  for 
the  Ministry  will  ^  taught 


ig  2009.  Student  applies-  Romero  at  PO  Box  2306, 
for  Winter  Term  2009  are  Ridgeland,  MS  39158. 

and  will  end  on  Telmhone:  (601)  260-5177.  E- 
iJt'her  1^  Classes  will  be  Mim:  itbJackscmOgmail.com. 
*vety  Thursday,  begin-  Web  site:  www.ggbt8.edu 

RO.  Box  530 

For  more  informatiorv  con-  ladcoAto  MX 


MSAudioLLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School  *  .4^  li  s  I,  . 

Eqaipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


SALE  20H  THMtnr  TWO  PASSB^Gfll  liWmKItG  STAINED  CUM 
AmMie  but.  For  sale  by  Shiloh  UMC,  Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair 
Omamax  diesel,  17,700  miles,  exceHmt  Illustrations  to  601-483-79^01 

condWon,  $45,000.  Call  Bnnl  at  601-259-  csH  800-3M-2705. _ 

7984  or  Kevin  at  601  -942-«)72.  STAINED  CLASSWOMCS,  INC.  i«vlr« 

1  AM  A  •l-VDCATtbNAL  PASTdft  S.  AL  since  1992.  Cal  800605-2970. 
plantir«  a  chuni)  in  ted,  MUs.,  dote  CONDO  IN  CAhjNMJIIC  FOR  KENT! 
small  8  large  joba  to  agiport  my  mMsiy.  ?  2  bath,  foil  kitchen,  walk- 

9620  or  601-932-3979. _  1^4  %  erkii  «  otu  miMcv 


Ihwper  Hales 

infb(^nsaudiollc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
CUnloa,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


1.  Hoeieaboe  Chnrdi,  lUmla:  6.  ChcitervUle  Calvary 

Homeoaming,  Nov.  9;  wor-  Oiim^  Tbpelo:  35th 
sh^i,  10^45  ajiL,  followed  annivenary  and  sanctuary 
hy  limdi  and  afternoon  dedication  service,  Nov.  4, 

singing;  Lar^  Kilgore,  10  ajn.,  foUowed  by  meal; 

spmiker;  Perry  Irvin,  pa^.  Wesley  Stephens,  pastor: 

2.  Park  Haven  Church,  7.  Hope  Church,  Neshoba 

Laurd:  45m  homecoming.  County:  RevivaL  Nov.  9  - 
Nov.  9;  Sunday  School  9:5  12;  R6b  FoOowell  speideer; 

ajn.;  worship,  10'.35  ».vcl,  Steve  and  Becky  Carver, 

foUowed  by  lunch  and  musk;  Dennis  DuvaU,  pas- 

aftemoon  services  featuring  tor. 

'  former  pastors  and  music 

directors.  8.  French  Camp  Church, 

-  _  French  Camp:  Revival 

3.  New  Prospect  Church,  Nov.  9  -  12;  7  p.m.  nightly; 

Oxford,  Nov.  9  -  12;  7  p.m.  Doug  Warren,  speaker; 

'  nightly;  Kara  Bladcard,  Randy  Bridges,  pastor, 
speaker;  Ken  White,  pastor. 

9.  First  Church,  Aberdeen, 
t  Smithville  Church,  recently  held  a  revival  with 

Smittivillc:  Homecoming,  speaker  Keith  Foidham  and 

Nov.  9;  services,  11  ajn^  f^  music  with  Ron  and 

low^  by  covered  dish  Caudia  Henderson.  Ten 

hindt  Hrere  baptised  a^r  the 

-  _  _ ^  .  revival  witfi  several  more 

5.  Evantvillc  Church,  making  commitments  dur- 

Coldwater  Homecoming,  ing  arto  after  the  revival 
Nov  9, 10 a.m.,  foUowed  ^  R^  McKal^paste. 


SAWTMVIIIE  lAPTIST  CHURCH, 
5mithville,  Min.  I*  now  acceptit^ 
mumet  for  a  part-time  youth  minitter. 
Pleaie  lend  resume  to  5mithville  Baptist 
Church,  search  commitlee,  P.  O.  Bok  52, 
5mithville,  MS  38870  or  email  to 
sbc#traceroad.net  For  more  informa- 
tion  or  questions,  call  662-651-4542. 


CD?  Sk*°3?u££!.  SCWWtoAX lOUSlANA,  BSra 

dwcrlptlon  email  wayneRl 

^  I  dtyfbc.com;  send  resume  to 

^mn«  **rki*»  *‘*^®*’  committee,  P.O.  Box 

!?«•',  Christmas,  Ferrldav,  Louisiana  71334. 

ESTATES,  Condo  nightly  rental.  Like  (tome,  all 
business  liquidations  and  real  estate.  We  fomishte*.  tireel  level,  no  siepL  bteu 
sell  in  30  days.  Nick  dark,  R.L  broker,  auc;  te  view.  Sleeps  6,  no  petsT^I  888- 
41145.  Call  601-317-2536,  0388  or  Bucmom71  Raolxom. 
nlchclarkauctions.oom.  SEBREN'S  SIDInC.  IACKS 


24-30  hows  per  week.  A4ail  resume  to 
lamie  Holden,  Hillaest  Baptist  Church, 
5950  Terry  Roed,  Byram,  MS  39272. 


Louisville,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part- 
time  youth  minister.  Please  send 
resume  to  search  committee,  5379 
Bond  Rd,  Louisville,  Ms.  39339  or 
macksimmonUaol.com.  For  more 

Info  call  662-779-3957. _ 

KEKINC  PARfjiME  MINISTER  OF 
music  Cillburg  Baptist  Church, 
Cillsburg,  Miss.,  searching  for  a  minis- 
ler  of  music  Mail  resumes  for  this  posi¬ 
tion  or  the  interim  position  to  Chris 
Teasley  at  6126  MS  Hwy  568,  Osyka, 
MS,  39657  or  call  601  542-1230. 


tionaw 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  FOR  Chrittte  owned.  AH  hottu  Inycnements, 
growfog  SBC  church  to  Mork  with  Tih -1241  vinyl  skHng,  windows,  metal  end  thk^ 
graders.  We  desire  a  Godly  minister  'Mb,  patio  coven,  toeen  and  gjass  rooms, 
that  will  develop  unique  ministry  601-992-2092,  Don  8  Rka  Sebren,  owners. 
opportunities  for  our  youth.  Please  FOR  BEST  RATES  ON:  MEDICARE 
send  resumes  to  search  team,  supplements.  Major  Medical  8 
Baptist  Church,  Cro^  Health  InsurarKe  plans  as 
Muscle  Shoals,  AL  well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner 
pbaptlst.com.  Insurance,  1-800-541-8196  or  visit 
PARKWOOD  www.tumerlnsuranceonline.coin. 


Highland  Park 
501/Sixth  St.,  i 
35661  or  searchteamUl 
SENIOR  PASTOR: 

BapthtChwdv  a  mission  mlndadconaarv-  STAINED  CLASS:  NW  VMNDOWS 

«»»d  repairs.  Hopper  Stelned  Class, 

_ _ _ lackson,  877-477-1899. _ 

p^ddlMfoprHKhtetnchtevWla-  OTURCH  PEW  UPHbliTERY,  FREE 


adva^irogteHte  church  Eat  supports  our 

local  aModabon,  BSC  and  SBC,  is  seekte 

^ - . - rsea _ ai _ L.  .  V. 

ttotVMwtete  vWonte  •oul-^innte  •*»"««.  Du^  UF4toteJ^,‘Q0itIiJi^^ 
dbciplaiMp  and  adminiuraHon.  Sand  Mte,  phona  601  -776-661 7. 

^  ^  fonolngs,  WOUNT  RAPT1STIIES  8  STBEPLES. 

^atyanon,  ^  1069  Gi^  Drte  mute,  heatan,  Itete  saating, 

^  .  2W27.  Or  wdl  crosses,  pew  cushfoni^nkl^  car- 

dbnn^storSearchUcarollna.rr.com.  pat  signs.  cWi  Supply  Company  of 
VWbsHe:  www4MrkwoodbaptisLcom.  Texas,  800-728-82917 


seeking  a  part-time  minister  of 
music  for  worship  services,  adult, 
youth,  and  children's  choirs. 
Please  forward  resume  to  the 
Pelahatchie  Baptist  Church,  search 
committee,  P.O.  Box  876, 
Pelahetchie,  MS  39145,  attn:  Due 
McKinion.  Email:  dueUrankln- 
county.org. 


TMb  Baptbt  Rbooro 


Novbmbbr  6, 2006 


Your  Life  Matters 


Take  a  virtual  tour  of  our  beautiful  new  Baptist  for 
Women  hospital  to  see  how  we've  designed  a  gilding 
with  your  confidence,  comfort  and  convenience 
in  mind.  Co  online  to  www.mbhs.org/tower 

800.948.6262  •  1225  North  State  Street.  Jackson,  MS 


November  6, 2006 


1.  Andrew  Chapd  Chtudi, 

Brandon,  has  called  Keith 
M^}ee  as  pastor.  He  is  a 
equate  of  BeUhaven 
U)llege  and  is  pursuing  a 
masters  degree  m  pastoral 
ministries  nom  Anderson 
Baptist  Theological 

Seminary.  He  lives  in 
Brandon  widt  his  wife 
Headier  and  two  sons,  lyier 
and  Joshua. 

2.  Beulah  Chaicli,  Mraec, 
reoendy  called  Maxwdl  nice 
as  pastor.  A  reception  was 
hela  in  honor  of  PiKe  and  his 
wife  Joanna  Oct  26. 

J  O  O  O 

■w 


2.  Ihe  Prices 


:  BAPnsrRBCoao 


FCC  decision  deals  blow  to  churches 


Howard  Kcevei^  professor  of  music  at  William  Carey 
Unlvmlly,  has  received  the  2008  Humanities  Teacher 
Award  presented  by  the  Mississippi  Humanities  Council 
dumg  a  lecture  recently  on  campus.  Keever  presented  a 
lecture  entitled  The  Roots  of  Rock  and  Roll. 

The  41  voice  Korean  Children's  Choir  performed  Oct.  28 
during  dispel  services  at  Miaslselppf  College,  sang  at 
tables  at  the  MC  cafeteria,  and  toured^  Clinton  campus. 
Their  fall  tour  in  die  United  States  began  Oct.  22  and 
ended  Nov.  4. 

Miselssippl  College  leaders  are  increasing  die  goal  of  die 
unlversitjrs  Growing  the  Vision  campaign  and  nowplan  to 
raise  $80  million.  Piwdent  Lee  Royce  discussed  die  new 
goal  for  the  campaign  —  previously  $65  million  —  during 
a  meeting  Oct.  28  ^di  MC  alumni  attending  the  annum 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  Jackson. 

Mississippi  College  Sdiool  of  Business  will  dedicate  the 
Ed  l^ehem  Management  Education  Center  Nov.  6. 
TVdiem,  a  Pascagoula  native,  b  a  1969  MC  business  nad- 
uate  who  has  been  an  executive  with  Delta  Healdi  Group 
since  1993. 


1.  Korean  Children's  Choir 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
After  hb  diurdi  invested 
$250,000  in  wirdeas  technology. 
Chib  Hinkle  of  PresSonwood 
Church  in  Dbllas  b  concerned 
^  '  die  Federal 

Communications  Commission 
(FCC)  vote  in  August  to  ban 
wireless  microphones  in  die 
700  megahertz  bttid. 

'Ihm  are  75  wirdeas  micro¬ 
phones  on  our  diuidi's  proper¬ 
ty,"  Hinkle,  Prestonwood's 
director  of  engineerii^  told 
Baptbt  Press.  'Hhe  fWeral 
Communications 
Commisskm's  decision  to  ban 
[wireless]  microphones  [from 
the  700  MHz  band]  greatly 
addts  our  churdi. 

"On  an  average  Sunday, 
15,000  pe<role  attend  services. 
Any  time  mere  are  dut  many 
miooidiones  in  an  area,  you 
have  to  do  a  lot  of  frequoKy 
coordination." 

l^reless  tedmol<^  users 
and  providers  tolcT  Baptist 
Press  they  believe  the  FCCs 
dedsion  on  wireless  micro¬ 
phones,  whidi  are  low-power 
auxiliary  stations,  will  impact 
bodi  laige  and  small  diurdies 
throughout  the  country. 

The  FCC  however,  told  BP 
diat  diuidies  will  not  be  affect¬ 
ed  by  die  ban  because  their 
wireless  microphones  will  be 
able  to  operate  widiin  lower 
fre<raendes. 

Companies  sudi  as  Verizon 


V^less  and  ATAT  bought 
available  spectnun,  or  unusra 
bandwiddi  known  as  "white 
niaoe,"  from  the  PCC  to  utilize 
»aoe  in  the  700  MHz  band. 
According  to  a  PCC  report, 
wireless  microphones  and 
other  low-power  auxiliaiy  sta¬ 
tions  that  operate  in  apectrums 
other  than  the  700  Mra  band 
wiU  continue  to  be  able  to  opei^ 
ate  in  additional  spec¬ 
trum  bands  in  ^ 
broadcasting  TV 
diannds  bdow 
700  MHz. 

Chrb  Lyons, 
manager  of 
techni^  and 
educational 
communica¬ 
tions  for  die 
audio  company 
Shure,  also  sees  the 
FCC  decision  as  tal ' 
finandal  tcdl  on  di 
bodi  large  and  small. 

"Even  thou^ 
churches  have  a  larger  d 
investment  at  stake,  di^  are 
better  equipped  to  handle 
situation,"  Lyons  said.  "&nall 
churches  oftm  rely  on  volun¬ 
teer  staffs,  and  many  do  not 
have  the  budget  to  purchase 
new  ecjuipment." 

The  FCC  decision  b  unrea 
sonable  for  people  who  have 
spent  millions  of  dollars  on 
wireless  equipment  to  operate 
within  the  aX)  MHz  Mnd, 


Lyons  sakL  and  he  b  not  alone 


1119  . Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
dieir  faidi  in  Wellington  Associates  for  coinprdiensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  q;)ecific 
liability,  vdiicle,  workers  compensation,  and  oAer  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  die  most  conqietitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
urformation,  cail  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


inhbcipinion. 
BiD  ‘fhrashee 


BiD  Ihrashee  ptcsident  and 
principal  consultant  for 
ThrailW  Design  Group,  said 
die  FCCs  de^iion  b  aim^ 
un^  but  has  warned  nn 
chento  to  replace  their  wireless 
ndcrophone  systems  tal  order  to 
honor  die  reciuiremenb  of  the 
PCC  to  vacm  die  700  MHz 
band. 

Lyons  said  the  PCC  regu¬ 
larly  requires  wirdess 
jdione  users  to  get  a 
Boense.  Since  the  mifori- 
f  microphone  users 
not,  Lycms  said  the 
PCCs  August  21  report 
on  die  issue  remains  inac¬ 
curate. 

The  report  said  156 
low-power  auxiliary  sta¬ 
tion  Ikmaes  out  ex  943 
are  cunendy  audicxized 
to  operate  in  the  700 
MHz  band. 

Of  diose  156  Ikens- 
es,  cxily  30  will  oper¬ 
ate  soidy  in  die  614 
diou^  806  MHz 
bancC  which  b  a  part 
of  the  700  MHz 
band. 

Lyons  said  the  big 
question  is,  "When 
do  pec^le  need  to 
stem  using  dieir  micro- 
diones  in  the  700  MHz  range?" 
ihe  PCC  repext  said  die  pro¬ 
posed  date  b  after  die  trsnsnion 
mxn  analog  to  digital  television 
onFdxuary  17. 

Lyons  encouraged  diose 
affected  by  die  mm  to  take 
inventory  of  all  equipnmt, 
noting  the  three  M's  ot  micro¬ 
phones:  manuhicturei;  model 
number  and  MHz  mmiber. 

Lyons  said  die  bandwidth 
number  labded  on  eidier  the 
bade  of  the  receiver  or  inside 
the  transmittei;  will  determine 
within  what  MHz  a  micro¬ 
phone  b  located.  If  it  lies  with¬ 
in  the  700  MHz  range;  he  said 
it's  not  possible  to  retune  or 
remake  trie  microphone. 

"It's  cheaper  to  replace  a 


Lyons  said. 


Southwestern  officials  meet  with  homosexual  group 


FORT  >^fORTH  T«xa*  (BP 
and  kxal  reports)  —  A  private 
one-hour  dialogue  Ortober  27 
between  members  of  Soulforoe, 
a  homosexual  activist  group, 
and  representatives  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Wordv  was  described  as  "cor¬ 
dial  and  kind  spirited  " 

The  two  parties  discussed 
their  opposing  viewpoints 
about  faim  and  sexuality  at  die 
seminary's  Riley  Centei^ 
according  to  a  statement 
released  ^  the  seminary. 

"At  Southwestern  we  teadi 
the  responsibility  of  sharing  die 
love  or  Jesus  Christ  with  every¬ 
one,"  said  a  statement  releasra 
by  Thomas  White, 
Soudiwestem's  vice  president 
for  student  services  and  com¬ 
munications.  "In  holding  this 
dialc^e,  we  acted  out  our 
bdien  by  consideratdy  shariitg 
dieGos^l."  ■  ^ 

Students,  faculty,  staff,  and 
administration  paradpat^  in 
the  diakwue  with  members  <A 
die  2008  Soulforce  EqualiW 
Ride,  an  aimual  tour  of  sdiods 
Soulforoe  uses  to  ^  publidty 
for  homosexual  iMues.  Ea<m 
side  gave  a  25-ininute  presenta¬ 
tion  of  its  beliefs  and  the 
remaining  dme  was  spent  in 
dialogue  about  disagre^ents, 
die  statement  said. 

The  Soudiwestem  communi¬ 
ty  was  able  to  dearly  express  its 
perspective  diat  God  lo^  peo¬ 
ple  caught  in  sexual  sin  and 
offers  healing  and  fo^veness  to 
those  who  repent  Wrote  added. 

"After  meeting  with  diem, 
our  position  remains 
undianged,"  White  said.  "The 
Bible  condemns  all  forms  of 
sexual  immorality  including 
pornography,  adultei^,  lust, 
and  homosexuality,  but  the 


Bible  also  offers  hope  that 
v^diile  all  people  have  sinned, 
those  wilung  to  repent  turn 
from  their  sin,  and  call  upon 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  may 
be  forgiven." 

As  a  confessional  institution 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Southwestern 
Seminary  holds  the  Baptist 
Faidi  and  Message  2000  as  its 
statement  of  faidt  White  noted. 

Article  XV  of  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  states;  "In 
the  spirit  of  Christ,  Christians 
should  oppose...  all  forms  of 
sexual  immorality,  including 
adultery,  homosexuality  ana 
ppiTU^raphy,"  and  that 
Christums  should  "ad  in  the 
Kiirit  of  love  without  co^ro- 
mising  dieir  loyalty  to  Christ 
and  Fus  truth." 

In  Mississippi,  two  members 
of  the  Soulfoicejdltouran  were 
^nested  ^  trespassing  October 
9'wf^  diey  entered  die  earn¬ 
ed  of  ^ss^ppi  College  in 
Qinton  after  being  wamira  to 
stay  off  die  prope^,  according 
to  news  reports.  It  was  die  sec- 
ond  time  in  a  year  that 
Soulforce  targeted  Mississippi 
College  for  protests. 

M&issiroi  College  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Cemvention.  The  uni- 
versiw's  Student  Handbook 
prohibits  sexual  impropriety 
and  further  states,  "Mxual 
impropriety  includes  but  is  not 
limited  to  partidpation  in  or 
appearance  of  engaging  in  pre¬ 
marital  sex,  extramarital  sex  or 
homosexual  activities." 

Eric  Pratt,  MC  vice-president 
of  Christian  development,  said 
the  sdiool  would  not  allow  out¬ 
side  pressure  groups  to  influ¬ 
ence  die  university's  missiem. 

"Soulforce  continues  to 


Clinton  to  pro^t  what  they  allege  is  discrimination  against  "lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  and  transgera 
studmts  in  the  Baptist-afTiliated  university's  Student  Handbook.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


undermine  traditional,  biblical 
positions.  It  is  dear  that 
Soulforoe  is  not  tolerant  of  indi¬ 
viduals  or  institutions  that  hold 
a  conservative,  evangelical 
position. 

"We  will  not  allow  any 
group  to  force  their  agenda 
upon  us.  As  a  Christian  univer¬ 
sity  we  will  protect  and  teach 
the  biblical  truths  held  by 
Mississippi  College,  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 


Convention,  and  our  con¬ 
stituents,"  he  said. 

Twelve  Soulforce  members 
were  arrested  in  March  2(X)7  dur¬ 
ing  a  sit-in  at  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Ky:,  and  24  were 
arrested  in  Marm  2006  for  tres¬ 
passing  on  die  cainpus  of  liberty 
University  in  Lynoibuig,  Va. 

In  additiroi  to  Mississippi 
College  and  Soudiwestem 
Seminaty,  diis  year's  Equality 
Ride  publidty  tour  also  indudes 


stops  at  liberty  University; 
Columbia  International 

University  in  Columbia,  S.C.; 
Morehouse  College  and 
Spelman  College  in  Atlanta; 
Fahn  Beach  Atiimtic  University 
in  West  Palm  Beadi,  FI.; 
Louisiana  College  in  Piiieville; 
Ddlas  Baptim  University; 
Ouachita  B4>tist  University  ui 
Aikadelphia,  At.;  Central  Baptist 
College  in  Conway,  Ar.;  and 
Union  University  in  Jadcson,  Tn. 


Ca.  pastor  free  after  ten-day  kidnapping,  torture  in  Mexico 


SAN  DIEGO  (BP)  —  covered  in  duct 
Southern  B^tist  pastor  tape  the  whole 
Manuel  Jesus  Tec  is  free  after  time  except  for 
11  days  of  torture  at  the  hands  his  nose  and 
of  uiiknown  kidnappers  who  moudy  Most  of 
abducted  him  in  Tijuana,  the  time,  his 
Mexico,  on  October  21.  *  eyes  were  also 

Tec  currentiy  is  recuperat-  covered  with 
ing  at  an  undisclosed  San  duct  tape  and 
Diego  hospital  and  is  expected  on  one  occa- 
to  make  a  full  recovery.  sion,  they. 

Tec  age  59,  was  released  threw  add  in 
around  6  a.m.  on  October  31,  his  eyes." 
following  extensive  negotia-  Tec  said  die 
tions,  according  to  Johnny  Tbc,  family  was 
the^tftor's  30-year-old  son.  instructed  to 
"Dad  was  hurt,"  Jcdinny  Tec  meet  one  of  the 
said,  adding  that  his  father  kidnappers 
endured  significant  physical  under*  a 
and  psydvofogical  trauma  dur-  Tijuana  bridge 
ins  me  ordeaL  around  3:30 


SyA. 


his  eyes." 

Tec  said  die 


and  psydioibgical  trauma  dur- 
insjme  ordeal. 

ibc  was  whipped  widi  barb¬ 
wire  ^lenever  lie  started  pray¬ 
ing  or  talking  to  his  capten 
about  God,  Johnny  Tec  said. 
"They  beoune  an; 


’'They  oecame  ansiy  when¬ 
ever  he  tried  to  prayr  Tec  said. 
"He  was  kept  in  a  cage  on 
what  he  thinks  was  a  randi 
someplace.  He  had  no  food  or 
water.  His  whole  head  was 


kidnappers 
under  •  a 
Tijuana  bridge 
around  3:30 
a.m.  last  Friday  1 

morning. 

Complying  irith  the  instruc¬ 
tions,  one  of  the  pastor's  sons 
anivisd  at  die  bridge  and  was 
told  his  father  would  be  deliv¬ 
ered  in  five  minutes. 

After  two  hours  passed  and 
the  kidnappers  had  not  pro¬ 
duced  his  father,  the  son 


returned  home 
alone. 

Johnnv  Tec 
said  the  ladnap- 
pers  had  loosay 
buried  his  fiidier 
under  gravel 
and  sand  and 
shot  at  him  with 
"some  kind  of 
madiine  gun," 
according  to 
vriiat  die  pastor 
later  recounted 
to  his  fomily. 

Fortunately, 
none  of  the  bul¬ 
lets  pierced  the 
half-buried 
pastor  and  the 
kidnappers 
departed. 

Tijuana 


called  the  family  and  told 
them  Tec  had  been  admitted. 
The  family  arranged  for 
Manuel  to  be  transferred  by 
ambulance  to  an  undisclosed 
hospital  across  the  U.S.  bor¬ 
der  in  San  Diego. 

"It  was  neartbreaking 
when  we  finally  first  saw  him 
in  the  hospital,"  Johnny  Tec 
recounted,  "because  he  was 
afraid  of  us.  The  kidnappers 
took  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  he  had  not  eaten  and  was 
hallucinating.  They  would 
tell  him  that  my  brother  and  I 
were  going  to  continue  beat¬ 
ing  him.  We  had  to  gain  his 
trust  back  because  ne  was 
afraid  of  us." 

Also  at  one  time  durii^  his 
capture.  Tec  had  been  told  that 
his  entire  family  —  his  wife 
Maria  and  all  five  children  — 


As  he  gets  bettei;  he's  remember¬ 
ing  more  about  what  they  did  to 
him.  He's  been  tiuou^  a  lot  of 
bad  stuff,"  Jc^mny  Tec  said. 
"He's  really  exdtea  to  be  back 
and  thanks  all  the  Southern 
Baptists  for  tiieir  prayers." 

The  strange  il-day  ordeal 
be«m  arounaS  a.m.  on  Oct  21, 
when  armed  kidnappers 
abducted  Tec  as  he  was  crossing 
over  the  border  from  San  Diego 
to  Tijuana.  His  wife  and  son 
Giovanni  were  with  him  but  not 
taken  or  hurt. 

Tec  is  pastor  of  a  new 
Hispanic  church  plant  in  San 
Diego,  Iglesia  Familiar  y  Vida. 

Johnny  Tec  said  the  family 
still  has  no  idea  why^his  father 
was  kidnapped,  ^juana  is 
known  as  a  dangerous  border 
town,  where  the  kidnapping 
and  murder  of  white-collar 


1  1 )  u  a  n  a  ros  enure  tamuy  —  ros  wire  town,  wnere  me  Kianappmg 
policemen  —  possibly  hearing  Maria  and  all  five  children  —  and  murder  of  white-collar 
the  gunshots  —  found  Tec,  had  been  killed  by  the  kidnap-  professionals  by  gangs  is 
pulled  him  hrom  the  sand  and  pers,  Johnny  Tec  said.  almost  a  daily  occurrence, 

gravel,  and  carried  him  to  a  "He  thought  we  were  all  "I  don't  think  we'll  ever 
local  community  hospital  in  dead.  One  Iw  one,  we  had  to  know  why  he  was  targeted," 
Tijuana.  reintroduce  the  fiunily  to  him  so  Johrmy  Tec  said.  "My  dad  just 

Around  8  a.m.  on  October  he  would  realize  tiuit  we're  all  thinks  God  wanted  us  to 
31,  the  Tijuana  hospital  OK.  Dad's  making  fast  progress,  become  closer  as  a  family." 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Not  Confonned  But  Transformed 

Romans  14>21 


we  must  constantly  oe  Me  shares  from  expeTienoes 
on  guard  to  resist  the  and  encounters  he  has^iad  widt 
devD  and  his  plea  to  the  Father.  Paul  desired  that  no 
conform  us  to  this  sin-  one  settle  for  anything  but  the 
ful  world.  The  second  best  that  Ovist  can  give.  The 
realization  of  our  ‘Ijest"  is  a  Vansformed  and 
"Jesus  Jerseys"  is  that  levolutionary  new  life  found 
when  we  became  only  in  Jesus.  God  forgive  us 
believers  <uk1  follow-  whm  we  dKxiae  die  world's 
ers  in  Oimt  we  are  a  cheap  imitations  over  the 
new  oeation.  As  bear-  authentic  love  and  peace  duit 
ers  of  the  name  of  die  Master  provides! 
men  and  women  Jesus,  we  have  the  awesome  IL  Paul's  Progression 
privilege  cA  being  transformed  (Ronuns  uis-S) 

nom  the  inside  out.  This  is  a  Paul  then  progresses  throu^ 

TOttss  diat  should  be  evident  the  next  secoon  of  this  chapter 
/  the  life  we  live,  a  longing  to  widi  thougjits  and  teadiii^  on 
worship  God,  and  a  burden  for  humility  and  the  body  of  Cmist. 
those  we  come  in  contact  with.  His  progression  here  is  a  logical 
L  Paul's  Pattern  (Romans  12:1-2)  one.  Obvioush,  it  is  impossible 

to  truly  model  Christ  in  humili- 
wardrol»  Apostle  Paul  was  a  changed  ty  ana  service  if  we  are  not 
‘  ma*L  Because  of  ^t  changc,  saved.  Paul  desired  those  read- 
rganizabon  or  athlete^  but  we  Paul  was  a^  passionate  man.  ing  these  words  would  see  the 

roy  reading  dw  necessi^  of  the  load  churdi.  He 
I  so  much  IS  his  wrote  in  verse  5  that  we  are 
to  balance  bodi  "individually  members  one  of 
sincerity.  This  anodier"  (NASB).  We  seem  to 
iportant  one  to  forget  many  times  that  each 
note.  WliCT  he  tells  us  of  the  member  of  a  church  brings  with 
transforming  power  of  Ghrist,  him  or  her  at  least  one  an  from 
he  is  not  speaking  from  a  stancl-  Ckxl.  The  local  chur^  will  be 
point  of  theory;  rather  he  is  effective  in  the  community  cmly 
By  this  1  mean  sharing  from  a  changed  heart,  after  the  bexjy  is  in  symphony 

pec^les,  even  to  dw  build  die  temple  and  he  could 
present.  To  multi-  make  plans  and  assemble  the 
hides  Jerusalem  is  die  materials.  (7:8-17).  God  wanted 
'Holy  City'  of  history"  David  to  lead  die  people  to  a 
(H.  1.  Hester).  time  of  peacx  ancT  prosperity 

2.  But  What  Does  (Read  also  1  Chronicles  22f.  God 
G<^  Say?  gradcnisly  bestows  talents,  abil- 

||H|H|[|h  Sometimes  we  want  ities,  ancf  spiritual  gifts  on  all 
to  do  one  thing  but  believers  and  wants  us  to  trust 
Gcxl's  fdan  for  us  is  Him  and  diligendy  do  the  woik 
hman  another  based  on  His  He  gives  us. 

Kingdom  purposes  T  like  diose  grocery  store 
and  His  timing.T)avid  eamesdy  bcwklets  citing  "God's 
wanted  to  build  a  temple  for  die  Promises."  A  long  list  begins  in 
worship  of  J^ovah  and  to  Second  Samuel  as  Gcxl  promises  tament  to  Ti 
house  die  Ark  of  the  Lord.  At  David  an  eternal  throne  (2  Sam.  wrote  for  ea< 
firet  Nadian  die  Profdiet  told  7:16).  The  list  of  (Sod's  divine  when  he  pen 
him  to  do  it  But  after  Nadian  promises  to  David  continues  wor^  about 
consulted  the  Lord  ii^rayei;  he  Birou^out  the  Old  and  into  die  fai*  in  Jesus 
had  to  come  back  to  David  with  New  Testaments.  "David's  fam-  4:7-8  KJV).  ^ 
Cfod's  message  (7:1-5).  ily  will  reim  forever  over  Cfod's  continue  the 

3-  Have  You  Completed  Your  people  and  diere  would  come  given  each  of 
Assignment?  trom  David  (Isaiah  9:6-7),  an  David  Qtoi 

Throi^  His  prophet  eternal  family  line  of  kings,  cul-  1994),  belovec 
Nathan,  Gcxl  told  Davief:  "I  toede  minating  in  one  eternal  I^g"  pher,  teacher; 
you  from  die  pasture  and  frcrni  ("Halley's  Bible  Handbock"  p.  outstanding  C 
following  die  flcxdc  to  be  ruler  184).  are  part  of  diat  spiritu-  autobiograph 
over  my  people  Israel"  (2  Sam.  al  line.  Hallelujah!  Dayi"  'T  mua 

7:8).  You  were  a  shepherd  and  4.  God's  Best  Is  Yet  to  Come:  of  Him  who  s 

now  you're  a  king!  Later  David  Praise  God  day..."(Jc^< 

would  write.  The  Lord  is  my  After  Nathan  told  David  anddolikewi 

^Vi  n  ■iVi  i~i  1  rl  ^  T  _ :  J 


By  Bobby  McKay _ _  picked  up  a  football  in 

A  e  u  e  7®  Y®*™*  The  jersey 

As  a  football  fan,  I  was  failed  to  transform 

amazed  r^ntly  at  the  them  into  Brett  Favie. 

unfolding  drama  regarding  All  of  these  i _ ‘ 

Breft  ®  retlremenL  as  share  two  things  in  common:  pri 
well  as  the  rommotion  about  they  will  probably  never  ^ 

his  eventual  return.  C^e  of  become  a  professional  quar-  on 

the  strangest  cjccurrences  I  terback  and  secondly,  Ihev  Kr 

wittiess^  was  the  emergence  share  an  allegiance  to  the 
of  New  York  Jets  jerseys  with  same  player. 

^  #4^a|ong  wiA  the  name  If  you  are  a  CTiristiai^  do 
Favre  oii  the  bacl^  It  was  you  realize  that  you  wear  a  ier- 

in  a  may  not  represent  a  sports 

;  it  organization  or  athlete,  but  we  a 

the  display  the  name  of  Jesus  One  reason  I  c 
i  of  everywhere  we  go.  The  knowl-  writings  of  Pai 
few  eclM  of  this  fact  should  stir  amazing  abilit 
the  wimin  our  hearts  and  minds  a  boldness  and 

leir  couple  of  realizations.  First  we  pattern  is  an  imi 

not  must  realize  that  Jesus  is  not  a 
rith  piece  of  latmdry  that  we  can 
ere  take  off  and  put  on  when  it 
en,  appears  to  be  the  most  advan- 


reminds  lis  to  kero  moving  for¬ 
ward.  He  knew  au  too  welf  tiiat 
persecution  and  naysayers 
would  try  to  bring  all  cn  us 
down.  He  pressed  cm.  His  mis- 
siem  was  not  revenge,  ratiier 
leaving  vengeance  of  our  ene¬ 
mies  up  to  Ckxl.  With  each 
passing  day,  he  was  being 
transformeci  into  the  image  ert 


McKay  is  pastor  of  Oakoale  Church, 


Explore  the  Bible 

When  Assessing  One's  Lifework 

2  Samuel  5:1-8:18 


What  is  your  lifework?  Has 
your  life  had  meaning  so  fer? 
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